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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND TO THE CASE 
 
The DSCB completed Serious Case Review in 2017 in relation to the death of a 2 ½ year old child in 
2016 following a vicious assault.  Prior to death the child’s parents had separated and the child had 
lived with his mother and her new partner.  The couple had been living together for approximately 16 
weeks before the child died.  The post mortem report on the child showed that in addition to the 
injury which resulted in the death, there were a number of other injuries considered to have been 
inflicted over a number of weeks. There was one significant injury suffered by the child 9 weeks prior 
to death, which had required surgery and an overnight stay in hospital.  After a trial the mother’s 
partner was found guilty of murder and is currently serving a lengthy prison sentence.  
 
Although this case was considered to be below the threshold for social care intervention, prior to the 
death of the child there were a number of common factors present that should always be considered 
in the context of the impact on the child. 
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 For an assessment to be effective, details about past history and current circumstances 
must be considered together in order to achieve a complete picture.
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• Background checks on adults involved in domestic incidents are an important part of 
safeguarding practice.  Consideration needs to be given to carrying out these checks 
and then appropriate sharing of information with other professionals. 

• If more than one worker in the same agency is involved in a case there needs to be 
clarity about who is responsible for what and clear lines of communication. 

• Multi-agency working and co-operation is central to safeguarding practice, each agency 
brings different knowledge and experience to a case.  Care should be taken to avoid 
assuming that Children’s Social Care to follow up all incidents. 

• All agencies should be alert to the risk of making assumptions about the judgements 
and decision making of others.   

• Men play an important part in children’s lives and therefore should not be overlooked by 
professionals who can focus almost exclusively on the quality of care given by female 
carers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 2018 


