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This report brings together the latest evidence
from surveys and official agency records to
set out what is and is not known about the
scale and nature of child sexual abuse (CSA)
in England and Wales. Its purpose is to collate
this evidence into a single report which can
inform the development of CSA prevention,
disruption and identification activities. It also
highlights the remaining gaps in evidence,
and makes recommendations about how to
improve the collection of data on CSA.
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What we know from
prevalence studies

The scale of child sexual abuse
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Remaining gaps in the evidence base
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The nature of child sexual abuse

>0 The vast majority of identified perpetrators
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Remaining gaps in the evidence base
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What we know from helplines
and hotlines
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A key aim of the Centre of expertise on child
sexual abuse (CSA Centre) is to increase
understanding and awareness of the scale
and nature of child sexual abuse (CSA). This
report brings together the latest evidence
showing what is and is not known about

the scale and nature of CSA in England and
Wales from surveys and agency records.
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1.1 Working methods
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1.2 Structure of the report
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different surveys. It then looks more closely
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2. Defining and framing [
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Understandings of and responses to CSA
have shifted in a variety of ways over time,
and are in a continuous state of change and
evolution (Lovett et al, 2018).
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1. This report focuses on CSA in England and Wales, so the definitions used in Scotland and Northern Ireland
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2. The Welsh Government published new statutory guidance for CSE in March 2021 (Welsh Government, 2021).
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A new typology of CSA offending
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Research into the prevalence of CSA has

its origins in a groundbreaking study by
Finkelhor (1979), with research in many
countries following in the 1980s-1990s.
Innovations in methods have continued in

the past two decades: these were exemplified
by the Sexual Abuse and Violence in Ireland
(SAVI) study (McGee et al, 2002), which
explored sexual violence in both childhood
and adulthood, and a recent increase in
studies involving young people (e.g. Finkelhor
et al, 2014; Radford et al, 2011). Nonetheless,
most studies to date have focused on
assessing the scale of victimisation from
retrospective reports by adults, and there
have been limited efforts to measure actual
or potential perpetration.
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3.1 Overview of prevalence
estimates from meta-analyses
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Table 1. International meta-analyses conducted into the prevalence of child sexual abuse
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3.2 Methodological lessons
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The most effective questions are
behaviourally specific lists (see Appendix
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Learning from international studies
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3.3 Prevalence studies: 3.3.1. Prevalence of child sexual abuse
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Figure 1. Proportion of respondents to the 2019 CSEW describing experiences of abuse 0
and witnessing domestic violence before the age of 16
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Proportion of all survey respondents who
described these childhood experiences

0%

Emotional abuse Physical abuse Sexual abuse Witnessed domestic
N=25,318 N=25,494 N=25,399 violence or abuse
N=25,320

Form of childhood abuse/experience

Source: Office for National Statistics (2020b: Tables 1 and 2). Respondents could identify more than one form of abuse. The sample size varies
slightly between forms of abuse because “Don’t know” and “Don’t wish to answer” responses to the different questions have been excluded.
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3.83.2 Characteristics of respondents
who said they had been sexually
abused during childhood
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Figure 2. Proportion of respondents to the 2019 CSEW describing experiences of sexual abuse before
the age of 16, by respondent’s sex and form of abuse
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B A
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Non-contact sexual abuse
N=25,659

Other contact sexual abuse
N=25,506

Form of child sexual abuse

Source: Office for National Statistics (2020b: Tables 1 and 2). Because respondents could indicate that they had experienced more than one
form of CSA, the overall total adds up to more than the overall prevalence estimate for CSA (7.5%). The sample size varies slightly between
forms of abuse because “Don’t know” and “Don’t wish to answer” responses to the different questions have been excluded.
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Figure 3. Experience of CSA before the age of 16 among disabled and non-disabled [0

respondents to the 2019 CSEW
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Disabled
N=3,673

6.6%

Not disabled
N=21,175

Respondent's disability/long-term health status at time of survey

Source: Office for National Statistics (2020c: Table 7a). “Don’t know” and “Don’t wish to answer” responses have been excluded.

T
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2020c: Table 7a).
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Figure 4. Experience of CSA before the age of 16 among respondents to the 2019 CSEW, by ethnic group
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ethnic group who described experiencing CSA
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White Asian Black Mixed
N=22,263 N=1,468 N=654 N=299

Respondent’s ethnic group

Source: Office for National Statistics (2020c: Table 7a). “Don’t know” and “Don’t wish to answer” responses have been excluded.

Figure 5. Experience of CSA before the age of 16 among respondents to the 2019 CSEW, by religion
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Respondent's religion at time of survey

Source: Office for National Statistics (2020c: Table 7a). “Don’t know” and “Don’t wish to answer” responses have been excluded.
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Figure 6. Experience of CSA before the age of 16 among respondents to the 2019 CSEW, by age group
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Proportion of survey respondents in each
age group who described experiencing CSA
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N=1,599 N=4,467 N=4,832 N=4,983 N=4,709 N=4,309

Respondent’s age at time of survey

Source: Office for National Statistics (2020c: Table 7a). “Don’t know” and “Don’t wish to answer” responses have been excluded.

5. The Truth Project was set up by the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) to give victims of CSA

peoplé had spbkén to the 'I'Vrru;[hWProjeot (IICSA,' 2021 )1
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Figure 7. Experience of CSA before the age of 16 among 2019 CSEW respondents, by presence of other
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Respondent’s adverse childhood experiences

Source: Office for National Statistics (2020c: Table 10a). “Don’t know” and “Don’t wish to answer” responses have been excluded.

care; in some cases, experiencing CSA could have been a reason for the child to be taken into care.
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3.3.3 Characteristics of perpetrators
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Table 2. Perpetrator’s relationship to survey respondent for sexual abuse before the age of 16, 0

by respondent’s sex and form of abuse
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number of adults

Source: Office for National Statistics (2020c: Table 12b). Percentages add up to more than 100% in each category because many respondents
said they had been sexually abused in childhood by several perpetrators.

* ‘Friend or acquaintance’ includes a friend or acquaintance of the respondent, a friend or acquaintance of one of their family members, or a
neighbour. ‘Person in position of trust or authority’ includes people such as teachers, doctors, youth workers, coaches, religious figures, etc.
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Figure 8. Sex of perpetrators of CSA described in the 2019 CSEW, by sex of the survey respondent
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Source: Office for National Statistics (2020c: Table 13). “Don’t know” and “Don’t wish to answer” responses have been excluded.

Figure 9. Age at which CSA experiences of 2019 CSEW respondents started and stopped
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Source: Office for National Statistics (2020c: Table 15). “Don’t know” and “Don’t wish to answer” responses have been excluded.
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3.3.4 Characteristics and context
of the abuse
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Figure 10. Duration of CSA experienced before the age of 16 by 2019 CSEW respondents, by form of abuse
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Source: Office for National Statistics (2020c: Table 16a). “Don’t know” and “Don’t wish to answer” responses have been excluded.
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Figure 11. Frequency of CSA experienced before the age of 16 by 2019 CSEW respondents, by form of abuse
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Source: Office for National Statistics (2020c: Table 17). “Don’t know” and “Don’t wish to answer” responses have been excluded.

Figure 12. Locations where 2019 CSEW respondents were sexually abused before the age of 16, 0
by sex of respondent
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Source: Office for National Statistics (2020c: Table 14). “Don’t know” and “Don’t wish to answer” responses have been excluded.
Because respondents could select more than one location, totals are more than 100%.
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3.3.5 How CSA experiences
came to light
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Figure 13. 2019 CSEW respondents’ experiences of telling others about the CSA they had experienced O
before the age of 16, or others finding out about it, by form of abuse
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Source: Office for National Statistics (2020c: Table 18). “Don’t know” and “Don’t wish to answer” responses have been excluded.
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Figure 14. People whom 2019 CSEW respondents told about their experience of CSA at any time, O
or who found out about it at any time, by form of abuse

. Someone known personally Someone else
. Someone in an official position . Never told someone and no-one ever found out

. Other support professional or organisation
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Source: Office for National Statistics (2020c: Table 20). “Don’t know” and “Don’t wish to answer” responses have been excluded.
Because respondents could indicate that they had told more than one type of individual, totals for each form of CSA are more than 100%.
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Figure 15. People whom 2019 CSEW respondents told about their experience of CSA at the time, O
or who found out about it at the time
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Proportion of survey respondents describing CSA experiences who said
that this person/organisation had been told/found out about it at the time

Source: Office for National Statistics (2020c: Table 23). “Don’t know” and “Don’t wish to answer” responses have been excluded.
Respondents could indicate that they had told more than one type of person/organisation.
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Figure 16. Reasons why 2019 CSEW respondents did not tell anyone about their experience O
of CSA at the time, by form of abuse
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Proportion of survey respondents, saying they had not told anyone about their
experiences of CSA at the time, who identified this as a reason for not telling

Source: Office for National Statistics (2020c: Table 25). “Don’t know” and “Don’t wish to answer” responses have been excluded.
Because respondents could select more than one reason, totals for each form of abuse are more than 100%.
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3.4 Prevalence studies:
NSPCC child maltreatment
study
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Figure 17. Proportion of respondents to the 2009 NSPCC child maltreatment study describing O
experiences of CSA, by age at the time of the study
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Source: Radford et al (2011: Table 5.2). Survey of under-11s filled in by parents.
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3.4.1 Prevalence of child sexual abuse
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9. Contact sexual abuse was deemed to have met a criminal offence threshold when respondents said they had
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an adult relative; or if the respondent was aged under 13 and the abuse was perpetrated by any adult.
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from England and Wales differed from the overall findings.
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Figure 18. Proportion of respondents to the 2009 NSPCC child maltreatment study describing O
experiences of contact CSA, by gender and age at the time of the study
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Propotrtion of study respondents in each age
group describing experiences of contact CSA

0%
Under 11 11-17 18-24
N=2,160 N=2,275 N=1,761

Respondent’s age at time of study

Source: Radford et al (2011: Table 5.1). Survey of under-11s filled in by parents.

Figure 19. Proportion of respondents to the 2009 NSPCC child maltreatment study describing 0
experiences of different forms of CSA, by age at the time of the study
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0% | e
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Respondent’s age at time of study

Source: Radford et al (2011: Tables B3.1-B3.3). Survey of under-11s filled in by parents.
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3.4.2 Characteristics of victims
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3.4.3 Characteristics of perpetrators
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3.4.4 How CSA experiences
came to light
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3.5 Other prevalence surveys
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3.6 Surveys about CSA
perpetration
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3.7 What we currently do
and do not know about CSA
through prevalence research
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Including ONS (2020a), Radford et al (2011) and Fundamental Rights Agency (2014b).
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4. The scale of child sexual
abuse in official data
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Supporting agencies to improve their data
on child sexual abuse
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4.1 Local authority
children’s services
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44 case files from two local authorities,
only one in five children whose case files
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low income; and absent parenting. When a child is in need for a combination of reasons, only one (the highest

ordered in the list above, starting with abuse) is recorded. In both England and Wales, around half of all

that social services data gathering and reporting is different in Wales and in England.
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4.1.1 Trends over time
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Figure 20. Children placed on child protection plans, by category of abuse, 1993/94-2019/20, England
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Source: Department for Education (2020a: Table D2, years ending 31 March 2020 and 2012; Table 19, year ending 31 March 2011;
Table 15, year ending 31 March 2010). Pre-2010 data is archived at: https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130411081546/0

https://www.education.gov.uk/researchandstatistics/statistics/statistics-by-topic/childrenandfamilies/safeguarding

If a child was in the child protection system more than once during the year, each incidence is recorded. Child-level (more detailed)
information is collected from 2009/10. A data confidence indicator was used for the years 2008/09-2014/15; very few local authorities
were considered to provide low-quality data. For the years 2009/10-2012/13, missing data was noted: by 14 local authorities in 2009/10,

eight in 2010/11, two in 2011/12 and one in 2012/13.

While any trend figures over a long period need to be interpreted with caution, the Children in Need data
collection framework (which pertains to this data) has remained stable. The format of data collection has changed

authority level was replaced with more detailed child-level data collection (Department for Education, 2010).
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CSA appears significantly
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Figure 21. Children on the child protection register at 31 March, by category of abuse, 1993/94-2018/19, Wales
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Source: Welsh Government (2019b: data for 2016/17-2018/19); Welsh Government (2016: data for 1993/94-2015/16).

All figures are as at 31 March.

4.1.2 Characteristics of children on
child protection plans or the child
protection register under the category
of sexual abuse
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Figure 22. Children who were the subject of a protection plan and all children in need on 31 March 2020, O
0000000 O00moon
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Child protection plan: Child protection plan: Children in need
sexual abuse all other forms of abuse N=381,460
N=1,940 N=48,270

Source: Department for Education (2020a: Tables A4 and A5, year ending 31 March 2020). Excludes a small number of children
of unknown gender, and unborn children.

Figure 23. Children who were the subject of a protection plan and all children in need on 31 March 2020, O
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Child protection plan: Child protection plan: Children in need
sexual abuse all other forms of abuse N=382,370
N=1,950 N=48,360

Source: Department for Education (2020a: Tables A4 and A5, year ending 31 March 2020). Excludes unborn children.
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Ethnicity
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Figure 24. Children who were the subject of a protection plan and all children in need on 31 March 2020, O
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Children in need
N=373,790

Source: Department for Education (2020a: Tables A4 and A5, year ending 31 March 2020). Excludes unborn children.

The ethnic background of children subject to a protection plan is published according to these five broad
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Figure 25. Needs identified during assessments by local authority children’s services, 2019/20, England

Need identified

Domestic violence 265,720
Mental health 254,720
Drug misuse 118,270
Emotional abuse 110,300
Other factors 105,140
Alcohol misuse 98,210
Neglect 91,170
Physical abuse 70,740
Learning disability 70,560
Physical disability or illness 56,600
Socially unacceptable behaviour 45,680
Sexual abuse [EUEL
Self-harm 25,830
Child sexual exploitation 18,700
Young carer 18,670
Going/being missing 18,200
Gangs 14,700
Unaccompanied asylum seeker f| 3,200
Trafficking § 3,010
Privately fostered §| 2,220
Abuse linked to faith or belief § 2,080
Female genital mutilation | 1,130
0 50,000 100,000 150,000 200,000 250,000 300,000

Number of assessments

Source: Department for Education (2020a: Table C3, year ending 31 March 2020). Number of episodes with assessment factor
information; excludes assessments where no risks were identified or recorded. Total number of assessments: 522,990. Factors
identified at the end of the assessment; figures add up to more than the total because multiple needs could be recorded.
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4.1.3 Children at risk of sexual abuse
and sexual exploitation in England
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4.1.4 Local variation
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Figure 26. Proportion of local authorities’ child population made the subject of a child protection plan 0
under the category of sexual abuse in 2013/14, 2016/17 and 2019/20, England
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Source: Department for Education (2020a: Table D2, years ending 31 March 2014, 2017 and 2020). Where a child is the subject of
more than one child protection plan in a year, both are counted. Population figures for 0-17-year-olds estimated at 30 June by the
Office for National Statistics (ONS, 2020d).
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Figure 27. Proportion of local authorities’ child population on the child protection register under the categoryl
of sexual abuse on 31 March 2014, 2017 and 2019, Wales
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Source: Welsh Government (2019b: data for 2016/17 and 2018/19); Welsh Government (2016: data for 2013/14). All figures are
as at 31 March. Population figures for 0-17-year-olds estimated at 30 June by the Office for National Statistics (ONS, 2020d).
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Figure 28. Proportion of local authorities’ child population identified as being at risk of CSE and CSA,0

2019/20, England

Bcsha B cse

50
45

40

30

23
21

20
15

Number of local authorities

10

0
Data
suppressed

None 0-5

23

Average: 17.3
i Average: 27.2

I

|

|

|

|
3p

1717

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
15

11

5-10 10-15 15-20 20-25 25-30 30-35 35-40 40-45 45-50 50-55 55-60 >60

Number of children identified as being at risk
of CSA/CSE, per 10,000 child population

Source: Department for Education (2020a: Table C3, year ending 31 March 2020). Need factors identified at the end of the assessment.
Where a child is assessed more than once, all assessments are counted. Children can be identified as in need under multiple categories.
Population figures for 0-17-year-olds estimated at 30 June by the Office for National Statistics (ONS, 2020d).

4.1.5 Knowledge gaps and challenges

0 I IDDMOOnoMmOiMmoOnoImOomo0mommao
00MIImmDMDOmom 00 Mo000modnoo0mmon
MIDOMOMINMDOOnomoNmO d0o0momo

0000 OIDOONOMIMmo 0IDmMO0MD0mOnommeo
MODIDOMOMOMODOImOmOD 00 MDIDoomooo
I000IMImomODMDMONO000MOmMmomo
1MMoOnoMmoMmONDmMOM MM MO0 00 M
0IDo000MD MOoInoo0MDOnom MOanin o0mmo o
00MOMOMONmomOm 00 mNoMOmOm 00 0mmo
000MoDmOoOnomonoomotooo0 D0mm

0 00@CMMIMOMO0000MIDOIMD0MmO0mO0omo
O00000OnOnOm O0OD0On 00 dhin 0000 Moo mm
MO0MO0MO0Omomooom 0Mob0000O00amom
000IIOONm 00 MDIDOD MO O MDodnommoom
IIDO0mIDOmODOmmOMnOnomo M mom

0 00000 D0MIDOIMOmMOCMIMOD 00 IDmMOomooo
000 DmMOOOo0 0mMmOoD 0 D0MMMMINONo00 0mm
0 0mMOCOnOD0ODMMNOOO00OMOMOnoommonoa

000 ODIDOONMmMO00CMO0O00mOo00mono
0INOIM O mMONoIIn 00mMOMOOh M Mmoomoo
O0000MOMODmOOMOO0MDO0MmMOMOo00man

000 MOmOOODOMM 00MmMEONomO000Manooo0m
00000MMOMM 0O0CMOON0m MOmMOommooa
00MINIMIMOMNOOMO0OIMOOMO0MIMOD 00 0o
00N MDIOOnOmMONMmO 0Mo0mM 0MmMoobdm
MO0MIMOMMOOnocmMoomD 4o

[
OO B . —

There is a belief that the inquiry found that the children had not been abused; this is not the case. Other
high-profile cases where there was public debate and disquiet took place in Rochdale, Nottingham and

adults were convicted of sexual abuse. For a summary of these and other cases, see Nelson (2016).
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Responding to child sexual abuse: learning
from children’s services in Wales
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4.2 Data from criminal justice
agencies
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4.2.1 Police recorded crime statistics
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Offences committed prior to May 2004, when the Sexual Offences Act 2003 became law, are recorded for
statistical purposes under the offence categories in the new legislation. (These offences would be prosecuted

under the previous legislation, however.)

The figures are based on 39 (out of 43) police forces and only for offences where the victim’s age was

(ONS, 2020a).

The figures are based on 33 police forces and are designated as experimental.
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Table 3. Identifiable CSA offences in England and Wales, 2019/20
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Source: Home Office (2020c: ‘Police recorded crime Police Force Area open data tables, year ending March 2013 onwards’, Table 2019-20).

* The total for England and Wales includes offences recorded by the British Transport Police; these offences are not included in the figures
for England and for Wales because the British Transport Police operates across geographical boundaries.

** This figure includes offences classified as ‘obscene publications’; a small proportion of images associated with these offences do not
involve children. The volume of child sexual abuse images and offenders committing abuse online
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The volume of child sexual abuse images and offenders

committing abuse online
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with the figure skewed
towards online offending

'(I'or),rFVréenét and I2P. It contains content that cannot be indexed by traditional search ehginés, and

End-to-end encryption (E2EE) is a method of secure communication that prevents third parties (including
platform operators) from accessing data while it is transferred from one system or device to another.
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4.2.1.1 Trends over time
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4.2.1.2 Local patterns
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Figure 29. Number and type of CSA offences per year, 2004/05-2019/20, England and Wales
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Source: Home Office (2020c: ‘Police recorded crime Police Force Area open data tables, year ending March 2013 onwards’; ‘Police recorded
crime Police Force Area open data tables, year ending March 2008 to year ending March 2012’°; ‘Police recorded crime Police Force Area
open data tables, year ending March 2003 to year ending March 2007’). Police recorded crime includes non-recent offences.
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Figure 30. Distribution of the rate of CSA offences recorded per 1,000 child population by police force area,
2013/14, 2016/17 and 2019/20, England and Wales
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Source: Home Office (2020c: ‘Police recorded crime Police Force Area open data tables, year ending March 2013 onwards’).
Police recorded crime includes non-recent offences. British Transport Police data excluded. Population figures for 0-17-year-
olds estimated at 30 June by the Office for National Statistics (ONS, 2020d).
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Table 4. CSA offences by outcome in England and in Wales, 2019/20
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Source: Home Office (2020c: ‘Crime outcomes in England and Wales open data, April 2019 to March 2020°). Excludes offences recorded
by the British Transport Police, which operates across geographical boundaries. Police recorded crime includes non-recent cases.
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Crime outcome data continues to be updated and revised in data releases by the Home Office, and the charge
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Figure 31. Crime outcomes by CSA offence category in England and Wales, 2019/20
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Source: Home Office (2020c: ‘Crime outcomes in England and Wales open data, April 2019 to March 2020°).
Police recorded crime includes non-recent cases.
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4.2.1.4 Data on suspected victims
and perpetrators
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Figure 32. Crime outcomes for CSA offences in England and Wales, 2014/15-2019/20
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Source: Home Office (2020c: ‘Crime outcomes in England and Wales open data, April 2014 to March 2015’ to ‘Crime outcomes
in England and Wales open data, April 2019 to March 2020°). Police recorded crime includes non-recent cases.
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Figure 33. Distribution of the female population and female victims of police recorded sexual offences O
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Source: Office for National Statistics (2021: Table 20), based on 24 police forces that provided data to the Home Office Data Hub.
Population estimates calculated at mid-year 2019 by the Office for National Statistics.
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Figure 34. Distribution of the male population and male victims of police recorded sexual offences O
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Source: Office for National Statistics (2021: Table 21), based on 24 police forces that provided data to the Home Office Data Hub.
Population estimates calculated at mid-year 2019 by the Office for National Statistics.
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Improving understanding of agency records on CSA
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4.2.2 Crown Prosecution Service data
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The official statistics relating to crime and policing are maintained by the Home Office, and the official statistics
relating to sentencing, criminal court proceedings, offenders brought to justice, the courts and the judiciary are

o wihaCSAoflence, which make up a very smal proporion of al
CSA offences reported to the police (10% in England and 14% in Wales in 2019/20) — see section 4.2.1.3.
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Figure 35. Defendants prosecuted for sexual offences flagged as ‘child abuse’, by prosecution outcome, O

2007/08 —2019/20, England and Wales
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Source: Crown Prosecution Service (2020: Table AR8); Crown Prosecution Service (2019: Tables ‘Child sexual offences:
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outcomes completed by the 14 regional divisions and the Central Specialist Casework Teams. Both recent and non-recent CSA

cases are included in the prosecution data.
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4.2.3 Data from the Ministry of Justice
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Table 5. Defendants cautioned, prosecuted and convicted, by CSA offence category, England and Wales, 2019
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Figure 36. Number of defendants proceeded against for child sexual offences, by offence group, 2005-2019,
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4.2.3.1 Trends over time
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Figure 37. Defendants proceeded against for CSA offences, by age group, 2005-2019, O
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4.2.4 Gaps and challenges
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Figure 38. Proportion of defendants proceeded against for CSA offences and the population, O
by broad ethnic group, 2019, England and Wales

Defendants proceeded . England and Wales
against (2019), N=4,480 population aged 10+ (2011)

100%
91.7%
87.1%

80%

60%

40%

Proportion of defendants/population
from each ethnic group

20%

6.4%
0,
23% 3.1% 4.0% 100 1.7% 09% 1.7%

0%
White Black Asian Mixed Other
Ethnic group

Source: Ministry of Justice (2020). Excludes defendants whose ethnicity was not recorded. Population figures are taken
from the 2011 Census (Office for National Statistics, 2018c).

Figure 39. Proportion of defendants found guilty of CSA offences who received an immediate 0
custodial sentence, 2019, England and Wales
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4.3 Health agencies
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4.3.1 Data on sexual assaults of under-
18s recorded during sexual health
clinic consultations
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Figure 40. Number of sexual health clinic consultations by under-18s in which evidence of acute O
or non-acute sexual assault was found, 2015-2019, England
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Data source: Public Health England (2021).

indepeindériwtrsexﬁél viéléhée aaviser ([S\/A) ser\;iceé onﬁsite; ofhers sigrnbosit td sucﬁ gerviéeé.
An ‘acute’ sexual assault is defined as having taken place within seven days of the consultation; a ‘non-acute’
sexual assault is defined as having taken place more than seven days prior to the consultation (Public Health

England, 2020).
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Figure 41. Age of children and young people attending sexual health clinic consultations O
in which evidence of acute or non-acute sexual assault was found, 2019, England

Data source: Public Health England (2021). N=1,382.
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in England under the primary category of sexual abuse were Asian; and 6% of CSA victims were Asian in
a dataset compiled by the Office of the Children’s Commissioner (2015) from local authority, police and
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4.3.2 Data on under-18s receiving
support from sexual assault
referral centres

000@MO0mo0MOmMOMDO0INONMOMONo M
00MO00 OODmMODmb0InmoboOnom 0ooom
00000MD 0MONI DoODODOMOMMmm

000NmM DOODOD OO0 MOIDOMmMomoanoa

00 00 0MODoom oo 0 MMomooonoommon
MM 0On0mMOMOMMNoMO0Mo000mMO00Mmoooa
00000D0M DOM DMONMO0MOOD MMM O0 0 00m
00 00MOMDODO MOODCODMDODmo0o0InOmoo

0 D0MIM 00MOIDODO MOODOm 00MoOnooo00m

IMOODMOOImMO0IMIDIMNODMOMD MNmooom
000 DMODO0MO0MOmM 000 M Ioaoooom
00IDO0 IDmMO0MIOMO00MNO0MO0MM 00mom
0000 MOODDOnoomonD 00M 000O0MmMOma
MO0MOMIMOONMN DMOno000InmooOnma
MO0 INMO0DODONO000O00CMO0ODOmOmoomMmomo
00 INMODODO0MO0ODMIIDO000MDOn 000
00MOmOOno 0MMOD 0 0MO0MO0OD000m®

IMOOMDOOD 0MOMOOMIMOOno0 o 000 0mMomm
00IDO00ONMOmMOmMOMODODINN 00N 0mo
0D0mMO0ODINOmM 00 M 0000mOmooomonoo
0000 OIDOODIMMINON00MO000000m 0000
000MO0D DM 0MOmm o0 o DOnmooomom

000 00MO0MIDOMININooIno00 00n00 MmO mImm
IIDIMMOMO0MOD0DMO00MIMO000DooOna
MO0ONmMO0MO0Mm OO0 0MmOOn0MmOo0momma
000mOMOm 0 0MO0mo0OnOD0mD 00 Dmomo
0monob 0 bMIMimoiMoMmodDomoooonm
0onooo moboboboMmobomMobDOnomooamon

000 0moamoo

M0 O0MO0 M0N0 MO00M000
000 MODONMOMO0mO0000

0000 OO0 ML MINDO000M
0 MDODOD 0 0 0 M0 OO0A00 - OO0
in Wales, the figure was 88%

Figure 42. Number of under-18s making initial contact with SARCs, by age, 2019/20, England
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Data source: NHS England (2021).

Remotely delivered consultations could involve telephone calls or other modes of communication (as a result
of COVID-19 or for other reasons). This category excluded contact involving only signposting or basic advice
(NHS England, 2020). Remotely delivered consultations formed a higher proportion of initial contacts (20%) in
2019/20 than in the previous year (14%), possibly as a result of COVID-19 restrictions imposed in March 2020.
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Figure 43. Number of under-18s making initial contact with SARCs, by ethnic background,

2019/20, England
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Any other ethnic background

Data source: NHS England (2021). Excludes children whose ethnicity was ‘not stated’. NHS England records more detailed
information on ethnicity than is presented here; ethnic backgrounds have been grouped in order to facilitate comparison
with ethnicity data collected and published by other agencies.
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4.3.3 Other health datasets
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Insights about children and young people who attended

a sexual assault referral centre
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4.4 What we currently do
and do not know about CSA
through administrative data

4.4.1 What we know
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levelled off.
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4.4.2 What we do not know
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5.1 Internet Watch
Foundation
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5.1.1 The volume of child sexual
abuse material online
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Figure 44. Number of CSA reports to the IWF, by severity of the abuse, 2017-2019
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Source: Internet Watch Foundation (2020). Each CSA report can contain multiple images or videos of CSA. One category
of abuse is coded for each report. When a report contains multiple images or videos, the most severe abuse category
found in the material is recorded.

Figure 45. Apparent age of children in CSA reports to the IWF, 2017-2019
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Source: Internet Watch Foundation (2020). Each CSA report may contain multiple images or videos of CSA. One age is coded
for each report. When a report contains multiple images or videos, the youngest age found in the material is recorded.
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5.1.2 Characteristics of children
in reports
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Figure 46. Sex of children in CSA reports to the IWF, 2017-2019
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5.1.3 ‘Self-generated’ CSA material
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Figure 47. Proportion of CSA reports to the IWF that were thought to include ‘self-generated’ material, O

by age of children depicted, 2019
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5.1.4 Live-streaming
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5.1.5 Developments in 2020
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5.2. Stop It Now! UK
and Ireland
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34. This was the overall figure, and includes help-seekers from outside England and Wales.
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5.3 NSPCC

000MmOoo0C M OOnMomiMmoMmmoomommea
000@OO00MOOD IMOMmMO0 MO0 000mm
00000IDODIMIMO00ON00MO000MOmMOn 0Omon
MO0MO00MODIN00mMOmMo000IMDWO0MDOmooa
000000 DODODOMMOMmMDIDODDOINm 00mMma
0 0MmOmoo0OnmOommmm Omomm

00000 00ODODOOMOMM DM DD Womooaooo
00000 MOMIDOODoCIDoOnocoobOnmmooon
000MODINOCMOMIDOMOMmOmOD 00mobmooag
0MDOD0MDOMDODIDDOC0MOMMDM M OmMm
000 DMMODDOD O 0 OD0000IIMDMm O ON 0 DO mMm
MIDO0ODIDNOmO0 0oODONDIMOmMODo0mIom

0 0D0MIDO000mMOIDIDO00MOMINO0ODoImon
000 0mMOMO0m 00MO00mM O Mmoomomm
0Mmoooom

5.3.1 Childline
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5.3.2 NSPCC helpline
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6. Conclusions
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Our recommendations in 2017 and progress since then
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1. The UK Government should commit
to commissioning a regular CSA
prevalence study.
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2. Organisations carrying out surveys
and longitudinal cohort studies on
linked issues should consider including
a module on CSA.
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3. The CSA Centre will work with
relevant agencies in local areas to
improve the consistent recording of core
administrative data about CSA.
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6.1 Moving forward: data and
practice cannot be separated
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Questions

1. Thinking about any time before you were
16 years old, did ANYONE ever do any of the
following things to you when you did not want
them to or felt unable to say no?
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been in person or in films, videos, internet
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(i.e. flashing)
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2. Thinking about any time before you were 16
years old, did ANYONE ever do, or try to do,
any of the following things to you when you
did not want them to or felt unable to say no?
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3. Thinking about any time before you were
16 years old, did ANYONE ever do, or try to
do, any of the following things to you when
you did not want them to or felt unable to
say no?
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an object (including fingers)
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NSPCC child maltreatment
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*1, At any time in ([CHILD]’s/your) life/
Before you were 18), did a grown-up touch
([CHILD]’s/your) private parts when they
SHOULDN'T have, or MAKE ([CHILD]/you)
touch their private parts or did a grown-up
FORCE ([CHILD}/you) to have sex?

*2. Now think about other young people, like
from school, a friend, (IF YOUTH/RETRO
SURVEY: a boyfriend or girlfriend,) or even a
brother or sister.
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*3. At any time in ([CHILD]’s/your) life/Before
you were 18), did anyone TRY to force
([CHILD]/you) to have sex, that is sexual
intercourse of any kind, even if it didn’t
happen?

*4. At any time in ([CHILD]’s/your) life/Before
you were 18), did anyone make ([CHILD]/you)
look at their private parts by using force or
surprise, or by “flashing”

5. At any time in ([CHILD]’s/your) life/Before

you were 18), did anyone hurt ([CHILD]’s/your)
feelings by saying or writing something sexual
about ([CHILD]/you) or ([CHILD]’s/your) body?

6. (only for 12+) At any time in your life/Before
you were 18), did you do sexual things with
anyone 18 or older, even things you wanted?

*7. (only for 16-24) Since you were 16, have
you done/And thinking back to when you
were 16 or 17, did you do) sexual things with
anyone who was in a position of trust, such
as a teacher or personal adviser, even things
you both wanted?

8. (only for 18-24) Now thinking about
things that might have happened before
you were 16.
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9. Did anyone on the Internet ever ask
([CHILD]/you) sexual questions about
([CHILD]/yourself) or try to get ([CHILD]/you)
to talk online about sex when ([CHILD]/you)
did not want to talk about those things?
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EU Fundamental Rights
Agency survey
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