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Guide to risk categories for EFRH

Explanation of what covers…. These are a guideline for analysis of risk, areas could be combined with other factors, peer groups and locations which would increase the risk. Note that whilst analysis of risk could be significant when linked to one incident it could be that a lower risk category could apply in onward intervention following discussion at the Multi Agency EFRH panel. Professional curiosity around all the risk factors in essential. Ensure trusted adult relationships are used when exploring risks and reachable moments. 
Overview:
Significant – a child or young person is experiencing exploitation or high harm outside the home. Likely to be linked with adult perpetrators or peer group with frequent weapon carry, substance use and linked to supply of drugs and quantities of drugs located. Involvement in serious youth violence. Gang affiliation, travelling to different locations.
Known to have experienced frequent missing episodes, sexual assault, taken to and found in different locations. Unexplained money, gifts and links with older males on or offline. 
Prolonged peer on peer abuse or one or more serious incidents, particularly if there is a disparity of age, or significant consequences for the child, such as more serious injuries or sexual offences.

Moderate – a child or young person may have missing episodes, substance misuse, links with older or peer gang members, found in possession of weapon
Emerging – late home, concerns for increasing substance use, 
Examples of Risks and Harms
Coming Home late or going missing
Emerging: Occasional, short episodes with a plausible explanation of what has occurred.
 Moderate: More regular or lengthy missing episodes, particularly if there is no explanation of where the child has been and / or if the child returns from an episode with new belongings or clothing. 
Significant: Lengthy missing episodes overnight, particularly in very bad weather. Regularly returning with new and unexplained items, especially if they are valuable. Actively hiding or lying about where they have been, after any significant incident such as a missing episode.

Online Activity
Emerging: Increased secrecy around the use of mobile devices, especially if the child is a teenager. Evidence of sexualised language being used online, either by or towards the child. 
Moderate: Repeated contact with unknown people online. 
Significant: A dramatic and extreme increase in secrecy around the use of mobile devices. Evidence of planning or arranging to meet in relation to criminal activity or child sexual exploitation.




Online or offline Abuse
Being abused on or offline by an adult /or targeted for abuse A child being targeted or abused by an adult is very unlikely to be low concern. Consideration must always be given to possibility of Intra or extra familial Abuse.
Significant: Repeated contact by adults, whether reciprocated or not. 
Significant: Evidence of actual abuse taking place by an adult

Peer on peer abuse, including sexualised bullying and revenge pornography.

Emerging: Distribution of indecent images to a person of similar age (or similar developmental age), or minor bullying by age appropriate peers. 
Moderate: Distribution of sexualised or indecent images or having sexual contact with a peer where there is an element of coercion or aggression. Assaults by peers or being encouraged or coerced into being involved in criminal or antisocial behaviour
Significant: Prolonged peer on peer abuse or one or more serious incidents, particularly if there is a disparity of age, or significant consequences for the child, such as more serious injuries or sexual offences.

Offending, for example drugs, violence or theft.

Emerging: Low level acquisitive crime or personal drug possession/use. 
Moderate: Multiple instances of offending or more serious offending, such as violence towards others. 
Significant: Supplying of drugs, especially if in association with others, organised violence or acquisitive crime linked to desperation for money.

Gang member or association with gangs or extremist thinking
*Consider the hidden role of girls in gangs – links with male gang members, used to carry, recruit, sexual exploitation
Emerging: Peripheral association with gangs or gang culture among age-appropriate peers. 
Moderate: Association with older gang members, particularly if no age-appropriate peers involved (isolated through age), or criminal activity linked to gang members. 
Significant: Clear indoctrination into gang culture, coupled with association with older gang members and a breakdown of relationships that are not with gang members. Physical harm being caused to the child, particularly if significant. Advocating violence. 
*Extremist thinking linked with radicalisation, Misogynistic , hate crimes, distribution of literature, membership or affiliation with online or offline extreme organisation  - prevent 


Carrying Weapons/Expressing the need for protection

Emerging: Evidence of the child talking about needing to carry weapons for protection.

Moderate: A child being found to be in possession of a weapon (not necessarily by the police).

Significant: A child repeatedly carrying weapons despite being dealt with by the police and exhibiting fear if not in possession of a weapon.


Knowledge of other areas or found out of area, with no legitimate links.

Emerging: Talking about locations that are out of area despite no known experience of that area.

Significant: Being found in other areas with no explanation of how they got there, or repeatedly talking about having visited locations that they should not be able to reach. 

Significant: Repeatedly returning to a specific area despite no known links to that area, or being found living/staying in a dwelling they have no links to.

Coerced into sexual activity.
Nonconsensual sex is rape. A child cannot consent to sexual activity..check legal bit…
Emerging: Where the child is persuaded to engage in low level sexual activity e.g. sending of indecent images (unless extreme) by an age appropriate peer.
Significant: Where the child is coerced/forced into contact sexual activity by a peer. 
Significant: Contact sexual activity with an adult, or very extreme or dangerous sexual activity with a peer.

Evidence of grooming online and offline.
Significant: Prolonged contact with a groomer but without the intention to meet. 
Significant: Arranging to meet a person following being groomed. 
Significant: Meeting with an adult following being groomed.
Significant: Being recruited or groomed by a peer who may also be a victim. 

Indicators of Modern Slavery/Trafficking
Emerging: A child appearing to find transport easily available despite having limited access to funds.
Significant: Evidence of the child being transported by an adult. Taken to different locations, evidence of being in hotel rooms or unknown houses or locations such as bars / clubs out of area. Multiple and frequent missing episodes. High level of secrecy on mobile and internet use. 
Significant: Evidence of the child being transported by an adult with additional evidence of an exploitative intention (by the adult), such as sexualised communication or communication about drugs
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