Dorset Neglect Screening Tool
(for use with Dorset Neglect Assessment Tool)

This tool is substantially based on the work of Kirklees Safeguarding Children Partnership. We thank them for their permission to use this work.
	


	You may wish to complete this initial screening tool as a way of identifying areas of the main assessment that require further exploration. This can be done with the parent(s) to ascertain their views of where they might feel they are having difficulties or you may complete it on your own. The screening tool can also be a standalone tool for settings that do not have access to the child’s home, such as schools and alternative providers of education.
This screening tool does not have to be completed if you are certain that you will be completing parts or all of the full assessment.
If on completing the screening tool or full assessment you are concerned that a child is at risk of serious harm, please contact the Family Advice and Support Line on 01305 228558.

	
Initial Screening  Tool

	
	Essential needs met all the time
	Essential needs met
most of the time
	Essential needs infrequently met or requires frequent prompting
	Essential needs not met and the impact on the child/ren is concerning
	Information that is not known

	Safety and Supervision
	
	
	
	
	

	There are no concerns about home safety Garden/outside areas are safe and secure
	
	
	
	
	

	Children and Young People are appropriately
supervised
	
	
	
	
	

	Love and Care
	
	
	
	
	

	Parent(s) have a close responsive relationship
	
	
	
	
	

	Appropriate and consistent behaviour management approach is
used
	
	
	
	
	

	Love and care is shown to all children in the household
	
	
	
	
	

	Appropriate bedding is
provided.
	
	
	
	
	

	Health
	
	
	
	
	

	Health appointments are attended as required (including for dental, ophthalmic,
immunisations etc.)
	
	
	
	
	

	There are no concerns
about feeding, eating or weight
	
	
	
	
	

	The child’s physical and
emotional needs are met
	
	
	

	
	




	The child has good overall health and hygiene
	
	
	
	
	

	Housing
	
	
	
	
	

	Housing conditions are in good overall condition and utilities are in working order
	
	
	
	
	

	Housing is stable with
infrequent moves
	
	
	
	
	

	Education
	
	
	
	
	

	Attendance and punctuality is good
	
	
	
	
	

	Educational progress is being made
	
	
	
	
	

	There is a good home – school link with parent(s) showing an appropriate
interest
	
	
	
	
	

	There are no concerns about peer relationships/socialisation
	
	
	
	
	

	Child has appropriate equipment/uniform etc to enable them to participate in all aspects
of education
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	







	
Use the initial screening tool to highlight key areas of strengths and concerns, and to help you decide whether a full assessment is needed. If you are concerned that a child is at risk of serious harm, please call the Family Support and Advice Line on 01305 228558.
